BOROUGH OF HAWORTH
BERGEN COUNTY
ORDINANCE 2026-16

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 9 OF THE REVISED GENERAL

ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF HAWORTH ENTITLED “PARKS,

PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATIONAL AREAS” TO ADD SECTION 9-12
ENTITLED “MEMORIAL BENCH, TREE AND PLAQUE DEDICATION PROGRAM”

WHEREAS, the Borough of Haworth periodically receives requests from residents who wish to
make memorial donations of benches, trees, or plaques on behalf of loved ones; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to adopt a policy to regulate the process for accepting
memorial donations of benches, trees, and plaques.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth,
Bergen County, New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 9 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Haworth, entitled

“Parks, Playgrounds and Recreational Areas,” is hereby amended to add Section 9-12 to read in
full as follows:

Chapter 9. Parks, Playgrounds and Recreational Areas
§ 9-12. MEMORIAL BENCH, TREE AND PLAQUE DEDICATION PROGRAM

§ 9-12.1 Purpose

The purpose of this program is to provide Haworth residents, families and community groups a
meaningful way to honor loved ones or celebrate milestones while contributing to the
beautification of Haworth’s parks and public spaces.

§ 9-12.2 Eligibility & Locations
* Dedications are open to Haworth residents, families, community groups, and Haworth
businesses.

* Trees shall be placed at the curb, in the right-of-way in front of the purchaser’s or
recipient’s residence (with the recipient’s permission), or at a location in the Borough’s
green spaces as approved by the Shade Tree Commission, subject to the requirements of
Chapter 16, Section 16-7 (Management and Maintenance of Trees) of the Haworth
Borough Code.

* All memorial items, including plaques, markers, lettering, materials, dimensions, colors,
and designs, shall be subject to prior review and approval by the Borough.

* The Borough shall have the sole discretion to approve, modify, or reject any proposed
inscription, wording, design, or placement. The Borough may require revisions to ensure



that memorial installations are appropriate, consistent with municipal standards, and do
not conflict with the public interest.

Green Acres-funded properties are subject to NJDEP restrictions. All dedications must

preserve public access and may not serve any private or commercial purpose (per
NJS.A. 13:84-47(b)).

No memorial installation shall contain advertising, promotional material, commercial
messages, business names, logos, slogans, political endorsements, or other content
determined by the Borough to be inconsistent with the purpose of a municipal memorial
program.

Final placement decisions will be made solely by the Borough of Haworth in consultation
with the Department of Public Works (DPW) and the Recreation Commission to ensure
safety, aesthetics, and long-term planning.

§ 9-12.3 Commemorative Bench

Commemorative benches shall be a 6-foot bench with inlaid, custom etching.
The cost shall be $2,000 per bench.
The cost includes a 10-year maintenance period.

Etching on the bench is limited to manufacturer specifications and shall conform with the
following guidelines:

o “In Memory of” or “In Honor of”
°  “pame of recipient”

o “description for dedication” (e.g., loving parent, Father, Mother, etc.; X years as
Firefighter, etc.)

Advertising or commercial promotion is prohibited.

As all dedications etched on benches on public property constitute a form of government
speech, all language is subject to Borough approval prior to production.

§9-12.4 Commemorative Tree

A commemorative tree shall be chosen from the current Approved Tree List as posted on
the Borough Website.

The cost shall be $750 per tree.
The cost includes the tree, planting and initial care.

An optional engraved aluminum marker may be requested in the following size and at the
following cost:

o Cost: $200

o Size:3"x 8"



Markers shall be a maximum of 3 lines of text; 30 characters per line and shall conform
with the following guidelines:

o “In Memory of” or “In Honor of”
> “pame of recipient”

o “description for dedication” (e.g., loving parent, Father, Mother, etc.; X years as
Firefighter, etc.)

Advertising or commercial promotion is prohibited.

As all markers on public property or within the public right-of-way constitute a form of
government speech, all language is subject to Borough approval prior to production.

The DPW shall ensure species diversity and consistency in the placement of
commemorative trees, in coordination with the Haworth Shade Tree Commission.

Final decisions regarding tree selection and location are determined by the Borough.

If a tree is planted in front of a Borough resident’s home with a marker, the resident may
take the marker with them when they sell the property. If the marker is left behind, the
marker will be considered abandoned property and may be removed by the new
homeowner.

§ 9-12.5 Commemorative Plaques

Cost may range from Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) to Five Hundred Dollars ($500),
depending on approved size of plaque.

The donation is intended to assist with administrative review, installation, maintenance,
and related municipal expenses associated with memorial installations.

The Borough shall have the sole discretion to approve, modify, or reject any proposed
inscription, wording, design, or placement. The Borough may require revisions to ensure
that memorial installations are appropriate, consistent with municipal standards, and do
not conflict with the public interest.

Installations shall be limited to appropriate expressions of remembrance, recognition,
appreciation, or historical significance. No memorial installation shall contain
advertising, promotional material, commercial messages, business names, logos, slogans,
political endorsements, or other content determined by the Borough to be inconsistent
with the purpose of a municipal memorial program.

Installation shall be performed only by the Borough, its authorized representatives, or
contractors approved by the Borough, unless otherwise authorized in writing.

The Borough shall determine the final placement and installation method of all memorial
items and shall retain authority over maintenance, repair, relocation, replacement, or
removal when deemed necessary for public safety, municipal improvements,
maintenance needs, or other governmental purposes.



§ 9-12.6 Memorials/Dedications
» Applications must be submitted through the Borough Clerk’s Office.

e Submissions shall be reviewed by the Recreation Commission, DPW, and Shade Tree
Commission for suitability, location, and compliance.

» All proposed locations shall be subject to review and approval by the Borough to ensure
compatibility with existing conditions, future municipal needs, maintenance
requirements, public safety considerations, and consistency with surrounding areas.

 Final approval of all dedications, including design, placement and content, rests with the
Mayor and Council.

§ 9-12.7 Ownership, Maintenance & Term
a. Trees
» All donated trees become the property of the Borough of Haworth once planted.
» The Borough is responsible for routine care and maintenance of donated trees as follows:

o Ifatree dies within the first year of planting, the Borough will replace it at no cost
to the donor.

o Ifatree dies in the 2nd or 3rd year, the Borough will replace it at the request and
expense of the donor.

o Ifatree is damaged or dies after the 3rd year, the Borough will make reasonable
efforts to replace it at the request and expense of the donor.

o After 10 years, the Borough has no responsibility for maintaining or replacing the
tree.
b. Benches
» All commemorative benches are the property of the Borough of Haworth once installed.

» The Borough is responsible for routine care and maintenance of the benches for 10 years
after installation.

« Ifabench is damaged beyond repair during its 10-year maintenance period, the Borough,
at its option, may make reasonable efforts to replace it.

« After 10 years, at the option of the Borough, the bench may remain in place so long as it
is serviceable.

c¢. Plaques

+ Upon installation, all plaques shall become the sole property of the Borough. The
Borough shall retain ownership, custody, and control and shall have the exclusive
authority to determine their continued placement, maintenance, repair, replacement,
relocation, or removal.



* Nothing herein shall be construed to create a perpetual right of placement or guarantee
that a memorial installation will remain at a specific location indefinitely.

SECTION 2. Terms and Conditions.
1. Submission of an application does not guarantee approval.

2. The Borough reserves the right to determine the final location, design, and installation
specifications.

3. Memorials become the property of the Borough of Haworth upon installation.

4. The Borough may relocate or remove memorials due to safety concerns, construction,
maintenance requirements, or other municipal needs.

5. Trees, benches, and plaques are subject to normal wear, weather, vandalism, and
unforeseen damage.

6.  The Borough does not guarantee replacement after the established maintenance or
warranty period.

7. Decorations, flowers, balloons, ribbons, signs, or other items may not be attached to
memorials unless specifically authorized.

8. Fees are non-refundable following approval and installation.

9.  The applicant certifies that all information provided is accurate.

SECTION 3. Inconsistency — All ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.
SECTION 4. Severability — If any clause, sentence, section or other portion of this ordinance,

or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, shall be adjudged by a court of competent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or repeal the remainder of this
ordinance.

SECTION 5. Effective Date — This ordinance shall take effect following passage and publication
as required by law.



Introduced: 07/28/2026
Adopted: 09/08/2026

APPROVED:
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BOROUGH OF HAWORTH
MEMORIAL BENCH, TREE & PLAQUE APPLICATION

The Borough of Haworth Memorial Program allows residents, families, friends, and organizations
to honor the memory of a deceased resident or individual through the installation of a memorial
bench, memorial tree, or commemorative plaque in approved public locations.

SECTION 1 — APPLICANT INFORMATION
Applicant Name:

Relationship to Honoree:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Email:

SECTION 2 — PERSON TO BE HONORED

Full Name of Honoree:

Was the honoree a Haworth resident? O Yes [ No

Address in Haworth (if applicable):

Please describe the honoree’s connection to Haworth and contributions to the community:

SECTION 3 — MEMORIAL REQUEST
Type of Memorial Requested:

0 Memorial Bench [0 Memorial Tree [0 Memorial Plaque

Specific Location Requested:

Note: Requested locations are subject to review and approval by the Borough. Final placement
shall be determined by the Borough.

SECTION 4 — MEMORIAL INSCRIPTION

Please indicate the inscription to appear on the plaque.



Maximum Number of Characters:

The Borough reserves the right to approve, modify, or reject any inscription that is inconsistent
with municipal policies.

The Borough will have oversight as to the look and design of items. The Borough will choose
items and, upon the applicant’s approval, payment will be made before items are ordered.

SECTION 5 — DONATION / FEES

Bench Donation Fee: $

Tree Donation Fee: $

Plaque Donation Fee: $

Additional Costs (if any): $

Total Amount Due: $

Payment Method: [0 Check [ Credit Card [ Other

SECTION 6 — ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Would you like to be notified of the installation date? [J Yes [ No

Would you like to be included in a dedication ceremony? [ Yes [ No

SECTION 7 — TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1.  Submission of an application does not guarantee approval.

2. The Borough reserves the right to determine the final location, design, and installation
specifications.

3. Memorials become the property of the Borough of Haworth upon installation.

4.  The Borough may relocate or remove memorials due to safety concerns, construction,
maintenance requirements, or other municipal needs.

5. Trees, benches, and plaques are subject to normal wear, weather, vandalism, and
unforeseen damage.

6.  The Borough does not guarantee replacement after the established maintenance or
warranty period.

7. Decorations, flowers, balloons, ribbons, signs, or other items may not be attached to
memorials unless specifically authorized.



8.  Fees are non-refundable following approval and installation.

9. The applicant certifies that all information provided is accurate.

10.  The following Borough entities will oversee these specific applications:
* Shade Tree Commission: Tree species and planting locations.
* Recreation / DPW: Benches, plaques and park amenities.
* Borough Administrator / Clerk: Applications and fees.

11. Final approval of all dedications, including design, placement and content, rests with the
Mayor and Council.

SECTION 8 — APPLICANT CERTIFICATION

I certify that the information contained in this application is true and complete. I have read and
agree to the terms and conditions of the Borough of Haworth Memorial Program.

Applicant Signature:

Date:

FOR MUNICIPAL USE ONLY
Application Received:

Application Number:

Department Review: [ Approved [ Approved with Conditions [ Denied

Approved Location:

Fee Received:

Installation Date:

Authorized Official:

Signature:







