
      33. Executive Meeting of the Mayor and  

       Council of the Borough of Haworth held on  

       February 11, 2020 at the Municipal Center 

 

Present:  Hon. Thomas P. Ference, Mayor 

 

Councilmembers: Glenn Poosikian 

   Andrew Rosenberg 

   Michael Bain 

   Jacqueline Guenego 

   Dina Siciliano 

   Heather Wasser 

 

Borough Attorney: Robert T. Regan 

 

 Mayor Ference called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM and on roll call members of the 

council were present.  The Mayor then read the following statement: “This is an Executive 

Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth.  I am informed by the Clerk that 

adequate public notice has been provided by mailing notice to The Record, by posting a notice 

on the bulletin board in the Municipal Center, by filing a copy of the notice in the office of the 

Municipal Clerk and by mailing notices to all persons who requested same and prepaid the 

same.” 

 

Salute to Flag 

 

 Mayor Ference led those present in the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Ordinance No. 20-01-Amendment to Construction Permit Fees – 2
nd

 Reading 

 

 A motion was offered by Ms. Siciliano, seconded by Mr. Poosikian and unanimously 

carried that Ordinance No. 20-01 be offered for second reading. 

 

 Ordinance No. 20-01 which is as follows was then read by title only as copies had been 

provided for those present:   

 

See page 40A 

of permanent minutes. 

 

 The meeting was then opened to the public on Ordinance No. 20-01. 

 

 Dr. M. Kahn, Paulson Pl., asked if fees for solar power are covered in this ordinance. 

 

 Mayor Ference replied, no the value of the roof would be determined and the nature of 

the material would in regards to fees. 

 

 Dr. Kahn suggested a waiver of any fee for solar as an incentive should be considered. 
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Ordinance No. 20-01-Amendment to Construction Permit Fees – 2
nd

 Reading – cont’d. 

 

 Mayor Ference suggested Dr. Kahn speak to the building inspector regarding his 

concerns. 

 

 Mr. B. Anderson, Hardenburgh Av., questioned the revenue now in the building 

department. 

 

 Mr. Rosenberg responded with the new fees the difference would be triple of the present 

revenues and the department should be a self-supporting organization after the fee increases. 

 

 Mr. Anderson then asked about the enforcement in the department. 

 

 Mr. Rosenberg replied the present building code official is effective in enforcement and 

he checks on all projects to make certain all is proper. 

 

 As there were no further comments the meeting was closed to the public on this 

ordinance. 

 

 A motion was offered by Mr. Rosenberg and seconded by Mrs. Wasser that Ordinance 

No. 20-01 be passed on second and final reading. 

 

On roll call the vote was as follows:  Ayes; Messrs. Poosikian, Rosenberg, Bain, Guenego, 

Siciliano, Wasser.  Nays – none.  Declared carried. 

 

 A motion was offered by Mrs. Wasser, seconded by Mr. Rosenberg and unanimously 

carried that the passage of Ordinance No. 20-01 be advertised as required by law. 

 

Ordinance No. 20-02 –  Purchase of Computer Software - Second Reading 

 

 A motion was offered by Mr. Bain, seconded by Ms. Guenego and unanimously carried 

that Ordinance No. 20-02 be offered for second reading. 

 

 Ordinance No. 20-02 which is as follows was then read by title only as copies had been 

provided for those present: 

  

A CAPITAL ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $17,500 FOR THE 

ACQUISITION AND INSTALLATION OF COMPUTER SOFTWARE BY THE BOROUGH 

OF HAWORTH AND TO APPROPRIATE $17,500 FROM GENERAL CAPITAL FUND 

BALANCE 
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Ordinance No. 20-02 –  Purchase of Computer Software - Second Reading – cont’d. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Haworth in the County of 

Bergen, New Jersey (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) as 

follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  The improvement described in Section 2 of this Ordinance is hereby respectively 

authorized as a general improvement to be made by the Borough of Haworth, New Jersey, for the 

said improvement or purpose stated in Section 2, there are hereby appropriated the sum of money 

therein stated as the appropriation made for said improvement or purpose, said sum being inclusive 

of all appropriations herefore made thereof and amounting in the aggregate to $17,500 which is 

now available from General Capital Fund Balance. 

 

SECTION 2.  The Borough of Haworth, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, is hereby 

authorized to provide for the following: 

 

 Acquisition and Installation of Computer Software Upgrades $17,500 

 

SECTION 3.  It is hereby determined and stated: 

 

 (a) That said purpose is not a current expense.  That the same is an improvement which 

the municipality may lawfully make and that no part of the cost of said improvement has been or 

shall be specifically assessed on properties specifically benefited. 

 

It is not necessary to finance said appropriation by the issuance of obligations by the Borough of 

Haworth pursuant to the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, for the reason that monies 

sufficient to cover the appropriation thereof shall be available from General Capital Fund 

Balance in the amount of $17,500.   

 

SECTION 4.  The Capital Budget of the Borough of Haworth is hereby amended or established to 

conform with the provisions of this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The 

resolution in the form promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing all detail of the amended 

or temporary Capital Budget and capital program as approved by the Director of the Division of 

Local Government Services, is on file with the Clerk and is available for public inspection. 

 

SECTION 5.  The sum of $17,500 is hereby appropriated for the aforementioned purpose. 

 

 The meeting was opened to the public on Ordinance No. 20-02. 

 

 Mr. Anderson asked if there was a good security system for this equipment. 

 

 Mr. Bain replied he will contact the provider. 
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Ordinance No. 20-02 –  Purchase of Computer Software - Second Reading – cont’d. 

 

 Mayor Ference commented that Bergen County has made significant progress regarding 

security, the towns have county-wide support and the borough’s web master works with the 

county in this regard. 

 

 As there were no further comments the meeting was closed to the public on this 

ordinance. 

 

  A motion was offered by Mr. Bain and seconded by Mr. Poosikian that Ordinance No. 

20-02 be passed on second and final reading. 

 

On roll call the vote was as follows:  Ayes; Messrs. Poosikian, Rosenberg, Bain, Guenego, 

Siciliano, Wasser.  Nays – none.  Declared carried. 

 

  A motion was offered by Mr. Bain, seconded by Ms. Siciliano and unanimously carried 

that the passage of Ordinance No. 20-02 be advertised as required by law. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Introduction of Ordinance No. 20-03 – 2020 Swim Club Membership Fees 

 

 A motion was offered by Ms. Siciliano, seconded by Mrs. Wasser and unanimously 

carried that Ordinance No. 20-03 be offered for first reading. 

 

 Ordinance No. 20-03 was then read by title only as follows: 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER IX OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

HAWORTH ENTITLED, “PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATIONAL AREAS.” 

 

 A motion was offered by Mr. Poosikian, seconded by Mr. Rosenberg and unanimously 

carried that Ordinance no. 20-03 be passed on first reading. 

 

On roll call the vote was as follows:  Ayes; Messrs. Poosikian, Rosenberg, Bain, Guenego, 

Siciliano, Wasser.  Nays – none.  Declared carried. 

 

 A motion was offered by Ms. Siciliano, seconded by Mr. Poosikian and unanimously 

carried that Ordinance No. 20-03 be advertised as required by law and a date set for public 

hearing  on February 25, 2020 at 7:30 PM. 

 

Request of Cross River Fiber to Install Telecommunication Fiber Optic Cable 

 

Mr. Regan explained this request and what he has suggested to other towns who have received 

them – request an escrow from this company, determine where the equipment would go  



37. Executive Meeting of February 11, 2020 

 

Request of Cross River Fiber to Install Telecommunication Fiber Optic Cable – cont’d. 

 

and what it would look like.  He further explained that in another town where they appeared it  

was determined they had no customers in that area and they were denied.  Mr. Regan noted he 

has spoken to the person who sent the letter from Cross River Fiber who has indicated they want 

a short cut to their routes, they do not have typical single family customers, mostly hospitals, 

schools, etc.  He suggested they come to a council meeting, they have to obtain municipal 

consent and deposit escrow money.  Mr. Regan said he will reach out to them, particularly what 

would the benefit be to the borough, etc. 

 

Appointment to Zoning Board of Adjustment 

 

 Mr. Rosenberg noted there is one vacant alternate term on this board and Ms. Jennifer 

Eby has been recommended. 

 

 A motion was offered by Mr. Rosenberg, seconded by Mrs. Wasser and unanimously 

carried that Jenifer Eby be appointed as Alternate No. 2 for a two year term to December 31, 

2021. 

 

Senior Van 

 

 Mayor Ference reported he met with Mr. Sullivan, coordinator for the van regarding the 

need for additional drivers, the difficulty in getting these drivers particularly for the low pay rate 

and it has been suggested to raise this salary to $17.00 per hour, noting Haworth has now the 

lowest rate of pay of $14. 

 

Environmental Issues 

 

 Mayor Ference said a problem has been noted with residents not recycling properly, he 

has met with the Environmental Commission to look into this situation and come back with a 

written report and the matter will be pursued. 

 

Water Supply 

 

 Mayor Ference reported the borough’s sanitarian went to Suez in connection with recent 

reports about certain particles in the water supply and has submitted a report. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 A motion as offered by Mr. Rosenberg and seconded by Ms. Guenego to approve the 

following consent agenda.  On roll call the vote was follows:  Ayes; Messrs. Poosikian, 

Rosenberg, Bain, Guenego, Siciliano, Wasser.  Nays – none.  Declared carried. 
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CONSENT AGENDA – cont’d. 

 

Approval of Raffle Licenses 

  

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth that the On-

Premise, 50/50 Raffle Application of the Knights of Columbus #RA-478 to be held at Sacred Heart 

Church, 102 Park Street on February 28
th

 , the Casino Night, On-Premise 50/50 and On-Premise 

 Merchandise Raffle Applications of the PTA Oradell Elementary School #sRA-479, RA-480 and 

RA-481 to be held at White Beeches Golf & Country Club, 70 Haworth Drive on March 27
th
 be 

approved as submitted providing all rules and regulations of Legalized Games of Chance Control 

Commission are adhered to. 

 

Authorization to Sign 2020-21 Blood Borne Pathogens Agreement  

  

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby authorized to 

execute an Agreement with the Bergen County Department of Health Services for the 

Bloodborne Pathogen Program for the Years 2020-2021 in the amount of $67.00 per dose of 

Hepatitis B Vaccine for three dose series per participant and $20.00 per each trained employee. 

 

Approval to Enter Contract with Bergen County Open Space – Memorial Park Improvements 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth wish to enter into a 

Bergen County Trust Fund Project Contract (“Contract”) with the County of Bergen for the 

purpose of using a $100,000 matching grant award from the 2019 Funding Round of the Bergen 

County Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust 

Fund (“Trust Fund”) for the municipal park project entitled Memorial Park Improvement Project 

located in Block 1600, Lot 17 on the tax maps of the Borough of Haworth. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorize Thomas P. 

Ference to be a signatory of the aforesaid Contract; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that the Mayor and Council hereby acknowledge that, in 

general, the use of this Trust Fund grant towards this approved park project must be completed 

by or about December 23, 2021; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council acknowledge that the grant will be 

disbursed to the municipality as a reimbursement upon submittal of certified Trust Fund payment 

and project completion documents and municipal vouchers, invoices, proofs of payment, and 

other such documents as may be required by the County in accordance with the Trust Fund’s 

requirement; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council acknowledge that the grant 

disbursement to the municipality will be equivalent to fifty (50) percent of the eligible  
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CONSENT AGENDA – cont’d. 

 

Approval to Enter Contract with Bergen County Open Space – Memorial Park Improvements – 

cont’d. 

 

construction costs incurred (not to exceed total grant award) applied towards only the approved 

park improvements identified in the aforesaid Contract in accordance with the Trust Fund’s 

requirements.  Professional Services Costs may be reimbursed from grant award’s unexpended 

balance, should there be a balance. 

 

Authorization to Advertise for Proposals to Operate Swim Club Snack Stand 

  

 BE IT RESOLVED the Municipal Clerk is hereby authorized to advertise for proposals 

for the operation of the Food Service Concession at the Haworth Swim Club for the 2020 pool 

season. 

 

Payment of Bills 

 

 FOR COPY OF RESOLUTION AND BILL LIST 

 SEE PERMANENT MINUTES 

PAGES 40B – 40I  

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Regular Meeting of January 28, 2020 

Closed Meeting of January 28, 2020 

 

Open Meeting to Public 

 

 The meeting was opened to the period of public discussion 

 

 Dr. M. Kahn, Paulson Pl., expressed his thanks for getting the council minutes more up to 

date on the web site.  He then asked if an engineer has looked at the roof at the DPW complex 

regarding the installation of solar panels. 

 

 Mr. Poosikian responded councilmembers and engineers have not met yet regarding solar 

panels at that site. 

 

 Dr. Kahn then noted that electric bills are going up again and urged the council to move 

ahead for the installation of solar panels on municipal buildings as these buildings are all ideal 

for solar and asked what is the objection. 

 

 Ms. Siciliano responded that the outlay of costs is substantial and much construction 

would be involved. 
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Open Meeting to Public – cont’d. 
 

 Dr. Kahn responded the panels can be installed at no cost, explained the process and that 

no construction is involved. 
 

 Ms. Siciliano then noted problems in some of the roofs, particularly at the library and that 

other roofs on municipal properties are not new. 
 

 Dr. Kahn responded companies can come in and inspect roofs at no cost. 
 

 Mayor Ference noted he has spoken with the local school officials regarding solar and the 

governing body is in these conversations regarding solar installations on public buildings. 
 

 As there were no further comments, the meeting was closed to public discussion. 

 

Close Meeting to Public 
 

 The following resolution was offered by Mr. Poosikian, seconded by Mr. Bain and 

unanimously carried at 8:25 PM: 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12B permits a public body to exclude the public from the 

portion of a meeting at which certain items are discussed; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body deems it necessary to conduct a closed session and to 

exclude the public on February 11, 2020 at which time the following items will be discussed: 
 

Declaratory Judgement 

Mulch Site at DPW 

White Beeches Tax Appeal 

Personnel Matter 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council does hereby exclude the 

public from the portion of the meeting at which time the above items will be discussed; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the discussion conducted in closed session will be 

disclosed to the public upon completion or conclusion of the foregoing item and when 

determined by the Governing Body that the Borough’s interests will not be adversely affected. 

 

Reopen Meeting to Public 

 

 The meeting was reopened to the public at 8:55 PM and as there was no further business 

to come before the council a motion was offered by Ms. Siciliano, seconded by Ms. Guenego 

and unanimously carried to adjourn. 

 

 

       ____________________________ 

       Ann E. Fay, RMC, CMC 

       Clerk-Administrator
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