
175. Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of the Borough of Haworth held on 

September 9, 2014 at the Municipal Center 

 

Present:  Hon. John Dean DeRienzo, Mayor 

 

Councilmembers: Vincent Iacobino 

   Glenn Poosikian 

   Mary Anne Groh 

   Andrew Rosenberg 

   Anthony Volpe 

   Michael Bain 

 

Borough Attorney: Robert T. Regan 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM and upon roll call all members 

of the Council were present.  The Mayor then read the following statement:  “This is the Regular 

Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth.  I am informed by the Clerk that 

adequate public notice has been provided by mailing notice to The Record, by posting a notice 

on the bulletin board in the Municipal Center, by filing a copy of the notice in the office of the 

Municipal Clerk and by mailing notice to all persons who requested same and prepaid the cost 

fixed by the Council.” 

 

Salute to Flag 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo led those present in the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Correspondence 

 

Letter From     Subject    Referred to 

 

Borough Engineer   DOT 2015 Applications Due 10/14-  All Council 

     Choose Two Streets 

     County Open Space Applications Due 10/31 

 

Atlantic Coast Fibers   Confirmation of Pricing for Delivered All Council 

     Recycling Material  

 

County Executive   Request for Selection of Volunteer of the All Council 

     Year Award 

 

United Water    Notice of Annual Emergency Response  All Council 

     Drill October 7
th    

Emergency 

           Services 

 

Green Sky Industries   Check for 8-4 to 8-9 Recycling  All Council 
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Correspondence – cont’d. 

 

 Mrs. Groh questioned the correspondence from the Borough Engineer regarding the 

selection of streets for a DOT grant. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo explained the engineer suggested two streets for this grant which were 

not included in this year’s road program. 

 

 In connection with the County Open Space Application referred to by the engineer, Mr. 

Volpe said this does not require the engineer to complete. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo responded costs have to broken down, etc. in these applications. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Report of Councilman Iacobino 

 

Shade Tree Commission 

 

 Mr. Iacobino said this group did not meet. 

 

Swim Club 

 

 Mr. Iacobino reported the season went very well with a substantial number of 

memberships as well as revenue and the pools will be closed for the season next month. 

 

 Mrs. Groh asked about a survey regarding the pool which was issued. 

 

 Mr. Iacobino responded this was undertaken to get input from the membership, to get a 

feel for some improvements which might be considered and an attempt to compile a list of 

common feed-back issues. 

 

 Mrs. Groh asked how many surveys were submitted. 

 

 Mr. Iacobino said 44. 

 

 Mr. Iacobino discussed having the engineer and/or vendors look at the pad which is being 

considered for the upcoming grant for cost figures. 

 

Report of Councilwoman Groh 
 

Negotiations 

 

 Mrs. Groh reported the first meeting is scheduled for September 16
th

 with the Police 

Department for contract negotiations. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS – cont’d. 

 

Report of Councilwoman Groh – cont’d. 
 

Finance 

 

 Mrs. Groh explained the requirements for disclosure requirements by the SEC regarding 

bond issues and there is now an amnesty period to December 1
st
.  She said proposals have been 

received, the Finance Committee met and has made a recommendation, noting one firm’s pricing 

was in connection with the number of issues of debt the Borough has, which she said is just one 

now; the other proposal was priced at an hourly rate of $165.00 per hour, capped at $850.00 

 

 Mrs. Groh reported a firm has been approved to conduct the Fixed Asset program which 

should begin in late October. 

 

 Mrs. Groh noted there is an improvement in the bill payment procedures, however there 

are still a number of purchase orders prepared after an order is placed. 

 

 Mrs. Groh noted a Tax Sale has been scheduled for October 17
th

 for five properties and 

delinquent tax notices have been mailed. 

 

Tennis 

 

 Mrs. Groh reported the courts are in good shape with the weeds treated, other work 

completed and regarding memberships, she said the goal is to break-even with expenses and the 

revenue from permits. 

 

Recycling 

 

 Mrs. Groh reported that the Borough received notice last week that Green Sky, the firm 

which receives the Borough’s recycling material was closing.  She said the Borough has secured 

another vendor on a temporary basis, noting it may be necessary for some modifications 

regarding the current single stream method which could be costly.  She said there is the 

possibility the Borough may have to revert to the dual stream method which would involve re-

educating the residents. 

 

Seniors 

 

 Mrs. Groh reported this group will hold its first meeting of the season on October 21
st
, the 

annual October fest, Mrs. Laura Bertinelli will be honored on the occasion of her 100
th

 birthday 

and the senior newsletter will be mailed shortly. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS – cont’d. 

 

Report of Councilman Bain 

 

Environmental Commission 

 

 Mr. Bain noted this group did not meet due to a lack of a quorum. 

 

Library Board 

 

 Mr. Bain said this group met last evening, however, he had to leave early due to a 

Recreation Commission meeting at the same time. 

 

Recreation 

 

 Mr. Bain reported the Commission is involved in Celebrate Haworth Day scheduled for 

September 13
th

, 47 vendors are participating at this time; there will be rides and carnival games 

and thanked the Bank of New Jersey for their contribution.  He said there will also be a dunk 

tank which non-profits can participate to raise money and many organizations will be 

participating; also a plaque will be presented to Mrs. Laura Bertinelli on the occasion of her 100
th

 

birthday and fireworks will be at Memorial Field. 

 

Report of Councilman Volpe 

 

Parks and Playgrounds 

 

 Mr. Volpe noted this committee did not meet due to a lack of a quorum. 

 

Haworth School 

 

 Mr. Volpe reported the Board of Education formally accepted the resignation of Ms. 

Guengo and installed Mrs. Mary Ann Doran as a member of the Board.  He also noted an 

updated dismissal form was sent to the parents. 

 

Fire Department 

 

 Mr. Volpe reported the following: 

 

 The Department responded to 24 emergency calls – 11 activated fire alarms in Haworth; 

7 mutual aid alarms in Demarest; 3 hazardous conditions; 1 CO alarm, 1 smoke condition and 1 

brush fire.  Total calls for 2014, 143; total man hours for August, 263 and total man hours for 

2014, 1806. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS – cont’d. 

 

Report of Councilman Volpe – cont’d. 

 

Fire Department – cont’d. 

 

 Training and drills included pump and hose procedures; probationary fire fighter 

Skogerson completed FF1 training; fire fighters Polbos and Gatanas completed their FF2 

training. 

 

 Members have been working on the 9/11 Memorial Eagle Scout Project with Junior Fire 

Capt. Kyle Pavlik with a formal dedication service scheduled for September 21
st
. 

 

 Mr. Volpe noted the Fire Chief has thanked Mayor DeRienzo and the council for their 

support of this project which has been widely received by the community. 

 

Report of Councilman Rosenberg 

 

Planning Board 

 

 Mr. Rosenberg noted this Board did not meet in August and at the October meeting an 

application will be heard in connection with a proposed new restaurant on Terrace Street. 

 

Police Department 

 

 Mr. Rosenberg reported the Police Chief participated in the program, Pony Power 

Therapies which is a weeklong camp available to children of active and disabled veterans; the 

camp allows these children to interact and ride horses and learn about the workings of a farm. 

 

 Mr. Rosenberg further reported the month of September will be busy for the Department 

with Celebrate Haworth Day, the Haworth 5K and the Department will be sponsoring the ‘Drug 

Take Back Program.’ 

 

 Mr. Rosenberg noted a motor vehicle stop resulted in the arrest for possession of drugs 

and 58 summonses were issued last month. 

 

Report of Councilman Poosikian 

 

Ambulance Corps 

 

 Mr. Poosikian reported the Ambulance Corps responded to 18 calls last month – 14 

daytime, 165 miles, 48 man hours on calls, 1356 man hours for duty nights, 30 gallons of fuel 

pumped. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS – cont’d. 

 

Report of Councilman Poosikian – cont’d. 

 

Ambulance Corps – cont’d. 

 

 Mr. Poosikian further reported that Craig Layne conducted a “moving CPR training drill” 

where members conducted CPR while moving a mannequin patient from a confined place. 

 

Board of Health 

 

 Mr. Poosikian noted this Board is discussing their upcoming Health Fair and also an 

ordinance for smoke-free parks. 

 

Department of Public Works 

 

 Mr. Poosikian reported the Department is busy with grass cutting, trimming, brush 

clearing, sweeping and the cleaning the downtown area, weeding and mulching, working on the 

ball fields and they have recently replaced the benches at the Peace Garden. 

 

NVRHS District 

 

 Mr. Poosikian noted the lap top program is going well at the high school with parents 

being required to attend a meeting if their children are participating in this program. 

 

Scouts 

 

 Mr. Poosikian noted the Police Department and the Boy Scout Troop in connection with 

an Eagle Scout Project will be participating in a Bike Safety Program on September 28
th

 with the 

registering of bikes, a safety demonstration and a rodeo. 

 

Mayor’s Report 

 

Building Department Office 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo reported the Construction Code Official is on temporary medical leave.  

It was concurred to give Mr. Volpe the authority to interview temporary candidates for this 

position and Mr. Volpe will meet with his committee in connection with this matter. 

 

Recycling 

 

 In connection with the earlier discussion, the Mayor said the subject of shredding will 

have to be looked at and the major problem is we can’t recycle as we have been doing. 
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Mayor’s Report – cont’d. 
 

Recycling – cont’d. 

 

 Mrs. Groh discussed contamination of paper in connection with the single stream 

recycling and suggested perhaps separate trucks for pick-up of paper and co-mingled glass, cans, 

etc. with perhaps two separate containers put out on the same day for pick up.  She also 

suggested having the Borough Attorney write to Green Sky regarding their missing payments to 

the Borough which has resulted in a shortfall of approximately $1400. 

 

Dumont Court 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo referred to the Municipal Building in Dumont having to close and the 

possible relocation of their court to Haworth; the Dumont Chief will meet with Chief Campbell 

regarding the details and Haworth’s Court Administrator will have to be present during those 

sessions. 

 

Cell Towers 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo explained that Verizon has a new methodology regarding the towers 

and suggested to them to look at the sites in the Borough which are under consideration. 

 

Andiamo Run 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo reported this event held this past week-end was very successful. 

 

Recreation 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo said he was comfortable that Celebrate Haworth Day to be held this 

coming week-end will be a good day. 

 

SEC Initiative 

 

 The following resolution was offered by Mrs. Groh, seconded by Mr. Rosenberg and 

unanimously carried: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council approve the proposal from Acacia 

Financial Group, Inc., 601 Route 73 North, Suite 206, Marlton, NJ  08053 dated August 8, 2014, 

amended September 9, 2014 to provide continuing compliance services to the Borough in 

connection with the Securities and Exchange Commission’s Continuing Disclosure Cooperation 

Initiative at a rate of $165.00 per hour not to exceed $850.00. 
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Dumpster Enclosure at Swim Club 
 

 Mr. Iacobino referred to the resolution discussed at the August meeting providing for this 

enclosure. 
 

 Mr. Volpe noted there were questions at that time regarding the detail of paperwork 

submitted for the project which the Council was going to discuss. 
 

 The matter was pulled until the October meeting. 
 

Approval of Raffle License 

 

 The following resolution was offered by Mr. Bain, seconded by Mr. Iacobino and 

unanimously carried: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth that the On 

Premise 50/50 Raffle Application #RA-422 of the Friends of the Library to be held downtown 

during Haworth Day on September 13
th
 and during the 5K Run on September 20

th
, 2014 be 

approved as submitted providing all rules and regulations of Legalized Games of Chance Control 

Commission are adhered to. 

 

Authorization to Adjust Property Taxes – County Board Judgments 

 

 The following resolution was offered by Mrs. Groh, seconded by Mr. Poosikian and 

unanimously carried: 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth 

acknowledge the following list of 2014 County Board Judgments and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth 

authorize the Tax Collector to adjust the 4
th

 Qtr 2014 and the Preliminary 1
st
 & 2

nd
 Qtr 2015 

billings of property taxes. 

       
2014 Tax 

Rate Prelim 
       2.752% 1st & 2nd  
    Current   Reduction Qtrs 2015 

Block Lot Owner Location Assessment Judgment Reduction 
in 2014 
Taxes Reduction 

         
1005 9 KIM 433 IVY AVE $820,500 $800,000  $20,500  $564.16 $282.08 
1100 4 VATTIMILLI 410 ANSTATT WAY $1,039,500 $960,000  $79,500  $2,187.84 $1,093.92 
1502 4 FENG 359 PINE $667,800 $650,000  $17,800  $489.86 $244.93 

1600 27 ANTHON/FADER 
197 
SCHRAALENBURGH $615,700 $560,000  $55,700  $1,532.86 $766.43 

1609 3 SCHAG 197 GRANT ST $633,600 $520,000  $113,600  $3,126.27 $1,563.14 
1609 6 DIGEMMA 210 HARRISON ST $557,700 $515,000  $42,700  $1,175.10 $587.55 

       $9,076.09 $4,538.05 
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Authorization to Process Overpayment of Property Taxes – State Tax Board Judgment 
 

 The following resolution was offered by Mrs. Groh, seconded by Mr. Volpe and 

unanimously carried: 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth 

acknowledge the following State Tax Court Judgments of 2013 Appeals and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth 

authorize the Tax Collector to process the overpayments of property taxes, as a credit toward 

future taxes. 

 

Refund of Overpayment of 2014 Property Taxes 
 

 The following resolution was offered by Mrs. Groh, seconded by Mr. Rosenberg and 

unanimously carried: 
 

 BLOCK           LOT       REFUND TO:                        2014 TAXES  
 

      Berman Rosenbach, Attorneys at Law   $4,798.18 

10 Madison Ave 

P.O. Box 1916  

Morristown, NJ  07962-1916 
 

Attorney representing Property Owners: 
 

1513  4 Steven & Gabrielle Miskovitz    

331 Harrison St. 

Haworth, NJ  07641 
 

1600  25 CoreLogic Real Estate Tax Service   $4,454.70 

P.O. Box 961250 

Fort Worth, TX   76161-9858 
 

Tax servicing agent for Robert Rosen, 

former owner of property at: 

219 Schraalenburgh Rd 

Haworth, NJ  07641    
 
 

 

       
2013 TAX 

RATE 
2014 TAX 

RATE 
       2.699% 2.752% 
    Current   Reduction Reduction 
BLK LOT OWNER LOCATION Assessment Judgment Diff in taxes in taxes 

 
805 1.01 PILSBURY HERKIMER 299,900 176,500 123,400 $3,330.57 $3,395.97 

         
       TOTAL      $6,726.54 
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Refund of Overpayment of 2014 Property Taxes – cont’d. 
 
 

Property was sold at Sheriff’s Sale to 

High Jump Realty, LLC.  

     

Total                     $9,252.88  
 

Award of Bid for Ambulance Corps Addition 

 

 The following resolution was offered by Mr. Poosikian and seconded by Mr. Iacobino: 

  

 WHEREAS, bids were received by the Municipal Clerk on August 6, 2014 for the re-bid 

of an addition to the Haworth Ambulance Corps Building; and 

 

 WHEREAS, six bids were received at that time which all exceeded the funds available 

for this project, were rejected on August 12, 2014 and the Mayor was then authorized to 

negotiate a contract with the lowest responsible bidder in the second round of bidding, the 

Borough to be responsible for the amount provided for in the 2014 Municipal Budget and that 

any such contract be subject to Council approval; and 

 

 WHEREAS, all bidders were given an opportunity to participate in the negotiations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on August 21, 2014 one bidder participated in the negotiation process and 

an agreement was reached for a price of $79,785.00 with Hamilton York Development Group 

which sum is less than the lowest bid received on August 6, 2014. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a contract be awarded to Hamilton York 

Development Group, 503 Oak Street, Ridgefield, NJ 07657 for the total adjusted bid of 

$79,785.00. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Attorney prepare a contract with 

Hamilton York Development Group. 

 

On discussion, Mrs. Groh said she had concerns that the second bid for this vendor was 

$138,381.00, after the negotiation process it is now $60,000.00 less and questioned what had 

been removed from the project. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo responded that the architect for the project went through all the items 

with the bidders, the members of the Ambulance Corps understand that anything over 

$60,000.00 is their responsibility and all items were reviewed. 

 

 There was discussion regarding the Ambulance Corps putting their money for this project 

into the Borough funds. 

 

On voice vote all members voted in the affirmative.  Declared carried. 
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Change in Vendor for Delivery of Recycling Materials 

 

 The following resolution was offered by Mrs. Groh, seconded by Mr. Poosikian and 

unanimously carried: 

  

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Haworth entered into a contract for the marketing of 

recyclable materials collected within the Borough with Green Sky Industries on January 1, 2014 

on a month-to-month basis; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough was advised by Green Sky Industries on September 4, 2014 

that they were ceasing business and closing their facility effective September 5, 2014; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Miele Sanitation, the Borough’s collector of recyclable materials will take 

the materials to Atlantic Coast Fibers. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby approve on 

an emergency basis the proposal by Atlantic Coast Fibers, 101 7
th

 Street, Passaic, NJ 07055 to 

purchase at a minimum price of $8.00 per ton the delivery of the recyclable materials until 

further action by the Council.  

 

Open Meeting to Public 

 

 The meeting was opened to the period of public discussion.  As there were no comments 

the meeting was closed to public discussion. 

 

Sewer Ordinance 

 

 Mrs. Groh referred to unpurged funds remaining in this ordinance. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo explained all the sewers in the Borough were TV’d in different phases, 

relined and the connections to the Oradell system remain to be Tv’d. and discussed meters being 

replaced. 

 

 Mrs. Groh questioned sanitary sewer inspections and that funds remaining in this 

ordinance should be purged. 

 

Volunteer Awards 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo noted correspondence from Bergen County that they are reinstating this 

program, that we have typically honored a man and a woman.  He suggested Mike Felletter and 

Lorraine Sager.  Mr. Volpe suggested Laura Scuro, which was unanimously agreed to by the 

Council.  Mr. Iacobino suggested Mr. Rick Swarthe.  As he has previously been honored, the 

Council unanimously decided to honor Mr. Felletter. 
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Building Department 

 

 A motion was offered by Mr. Volpe, seconded by Mr. Bain and unanimously carried to 

interview for a temporary Construction Code Officer and a recommendation be made to the 

Council. 

 

Library Sewer Connection 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo noted the Library Board has authorized the Borough engineer to review 

this matter. 

 

DOT Grant 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo noted it has been suggested to include two highly trafficked streets for 

this application, perhaps Maple Street, other suggestions including Flats Road, Whitman and 

Myrtle Street were discussed and the matter will be discussed with the Borough Engineer. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

 A motion was offered by Mrs. Groh, seconded by Mr. Volpe and unanimously carried to 

approve the minutes of the executive meeting of July 2, the regular meeting of July 8 and the 

executive meeting of August 6, 2014.  The minutes of the August 12, 2014 will be held to next 

month for approval. 

 

Payment of Bills 

 

 The following resolution was offered by Mrs. Groh and seconded by Mr. Poosikian: 

 

 FOR COPY OF RESOLUTION AND BILL LIST 

 SEE PERMANENT MINUTES 

PAGES 187A – 187P          

 

On discussion, Mrs. Groh requested to pull the DiFrancesco Bateman bill as she had concerns 

with the fees and wished to further discuss the matter.  It was concurred to hold the check subject 

to approval. 

 

 Mrs. Groh then referred to the invoice for the trailer for the Fire Department through a 

donation, however, other expenses for this equipment were charged to the operating budget; this 

will be paid subject to reclassification of the charges. 

 

On voice vote, all members voted in the affirmative.  Declared carried. 
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Close Meeting to Public 

 

 The following resolution was duly offered, seconded and carried at 9:00 PM: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth, as follows: 
 

  1.  That the Governing Body, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, shall exclude the public 

from the next portion of this meeting in order to discuss matters pertaining to personnel. 

 

  2.  That the items under discussion in the closed meeting will be disclosed to the 

public at the conclusion of the matter. 

 

Re-Open Meeting to  Public  

 

 The meeting was reopened to the public at 9:30 PM and as there was no further business 

to come before the Council adjourned on motion duly offered, seconded and carried. 

 

 

 

       __________________________________ 

       Ann E. Fay, RMC, CMC 

       Clerk-Administrator
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