
188. Executive Meeting of the Mayor and 

Council of the Borough of Haworth held on 

October 8, 2014 at the Municipal Center 

 

Present:  Hon. John Dean DeRienzo, Mayor 

 

Councilmembers: Vincent Iacobino 

   Glenn Poosikian 

   Mary Anne Groh 

   Andrew Rosenberg 

   Anthony Volpe 

   Michael Bain 

 

Borough Attorney: Andrew Bolston (for Mr. Regan) 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo called the meeting to order at 7:40 PM and upon roll call all members 

of the Council were present.  The Mayor then read the following statement:  “This is an 

Executive Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth.  I am informed by the 

Clerk that adequate public notice has been provided by mailing notice to The Record, by posting 

a notice on the bulletin board in the Municipal Center, by filing a copy of the notice in the office 

of the Municipal Clerk and by mailing notice to all persons who requested same and prepaid the 

cost fixed by the Council. 

 

Correspondence 

 

Letter From     Subject    Referred to 

 

Community Development  Notification of Compliance with Terms Finance 

     Of Grant Agreement – 2012 Senior  Admin. 

     Citizen Activities 

 

BCUA     Congratulations to Haworth School  All Council 

     Students on Award of Environmental  Envir. Council 

     Awareness Grant 

 

Mr. M. Hakim    COAH Developments    All Council 

           Finance 

           Const. Office 

 

 Mrs. Groh questioned why Mr. Hakim wrote a memo to report of no change to COAH 

regs and we should not be charged for his time. 

 

Refund of Driveway Permit Deposit 

 

 The following resolution was offered by Mr. Poosikian, seconded by Mr. Iacobino and 

unanimously carried: 
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Refund of Driveway Permit Deposit – cont’d. 

 

  WHEREAS, the Superintendent of the Department of Public Works has inspected 

and found that work has been satisfactorily completed on the following Driveway Permits, 

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council that the 

following refunds be made: 

 

NAME AND ADDRESS   PERMIT #  AMOUNT 

 

Accurate Paving    1328 & 1329  $200.00 

50 Barkley Avenue 

Clifton, New Jersey   07011 

 

Approval of Raffle License 

 

 The following resolution was offered by Mr. Volpe, seconded by Mr. Bain and 

unanimously carried: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth that the On 

Premise 50/50 Raffle Application #RA-423 of the Haworth Home & School Association to be held 

at the Hardenburgh Fire House on October 25, 2014 be approved as submitted providing all rules 

and regulations of Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission are adhered to. 

 

Appointment of Acting Construction Official 

 

 The following resolution was offered by Mr. Volpe, seconded by Mrs. Groh and 

unanimously carried: 

 

 WHEREAS, Harry Kraus, Construction Official/Building Inspector is on a temporary 

medical leave thereby creating a vacancy in that office; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C.5:23-4.3 and 4.4 mandates that the Borough maintain a 

construction code enforcing agency with a construction official and various sub-code officials. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby appoint 

Paul Renaud who holds DCA-issued Construction Official and Building Inspector licenses as 

Acting Construction and Building Inspector for a 60 day period. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk shall send a certified copy of 

this resolution to the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Bureau of Regulatory 

Affairs within 7 days of the date of the adoption of this resolution. 
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Appointment of Acting Construction Official – cont’d. 

 

On discussion Mr. Volpe discussed the date this appointment is effective which would be 

October 8
th

 and a possible return date of Mr. Kraus in connection with the 60 day appointment. 

 

 Mr. Bolston suggested amending the resolution regarding the 60 day appointment to 

reflect which ever date is earlier. 

 

 The revised resolution is as follows: 

 

 WHEREAS, Harry Kraus, Construction Official/Building Inspector is on a temporary 

medical leave thereby creating a vacancy in that office; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C.5:23-4.3 and 4.4 mandates that the Borough maintain a 

construction code enforcing agency with a construction official and various sub-code officials. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby appoint 

Paul Renaud who holds DCA-issued Construction Official and Building Inspector licenses as 

Acting Construction and Building Inspector for a 60 day period or until Mr. Kraus returns which 

ever date is earlier. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk shall send a certified copy of 

this resolution to the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Bureau of Regulatory 

Affairs within 7 days of the date of the adoption of this resolution. 

 

On voice vote all members voted in the affirmative.  Declared carried. 

 

Authorization to Enter Grant Agreement – Senior Citizen Activities 

 

 The following resolution was offered by Mr. Bain, seconded by Mr. Rosenberg and 

unanimously carried: 

  

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth wishes to enter 

into a grant agreement with the County of Bergen for the purpose of using $3,500.00 in 2014 – 2015 

Community Development Block Grant funds for senior citizen activities in the Borough of 

Haworth; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Mayor John 

Dean DeRienzo to be a signatory to the aforesaid grant agreement; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Mayor John 

Dean DeRienzo to sign all County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid project; and 
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Authorization to Enter Grant Agreement – Senior Citizen Activities – cont’d. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes that the Borough of 

Haworth is liable for any funds not spent in accordance with the Grant Agreement; and that liability 

of the Mayor and Council is in accordance with HUD requirements. 

 

Authorization to Enter Grant Agreement – Senior Van Driver 

 

 The following resolution was offered by Mrs. Groh, seconded by Mr. Rosenberg and 

unanimously carried: 

  

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth wishes to enter 

into a grant agreement with the County of Bergen for the purpose of using $6,000.00 in 2014 - 2015 

Community Development Block Grant funds for senior van driver in the Borough of Haworth; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Mayor John 

Dean DeRienzo to be a signatory to the aforesaid grant agreement; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorizes Mayor John 

Dean DeRienzo to sign all County vouchers submitted in connection with the aforesaid project; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council recognizes that the Borough of 

Haworth is liable for any funds not spent in accordance with the Grant Agreement; and that liability 

of the Mayor and Council is in accordance with HUD requirements. 

 

Dumpster Enclosure at Swim Club 

 

 This matter will be discussed at next week’s regular meeting. 

 

Consideration of Bid Received for Dump Body and Hoist for DPW Truck 

 

 This matter will be placed on the agenda for next week. 

 

Appointment to Fire Department 

 

 A motion was offered by Mr. Volpe, seconded by Mrs. Groh and unanimously carried to 

appoint Terance Bairwalter as a regular member of the Haworth Fire Department. 

 

Mental Awareness Week 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo issued a proclamation for Mental Awareness Week. 
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Public Service Account for Gas Service at Baseball Building 

 

 Mrs. Groh said she has been reviewing the bills for this service, the baseball building has 

not been used in years and paying for the gas service is wasting money. 

 

 Mr. Iacobino noted the building would have to be winterized if the gas heat is shut off. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo suggested checking with the DPW regarding winterizing of the 

building. 

 

 Mr. Volpe suggested requesting a letter from the Baseball Association if this is 

acceptable to them. 

 

Applications for Open Space and Community Development Grants 

 

 Mr. Volpe explained suggestions for these grants are opened to all portfolios and listed 

the following requests: 

 

 Swim Club – decking at the back pool. 

 Parks and Playgrounds – razing the existing bathrooms at Memorial Field, renovate the 

baseball building with handicapped accessible bathrooms. 

 

 Mr. Iacobino said he was in favor of the pool project, discussed the nature of repairs in 

connection with emergency and liability situations and said both projects are necessary, however 

he would prefer to do the pool first.  He said the Swim Club continues to have success with 

increased membership. 

 

 Mr. Iacobino further noted patching of the deck is not a viable alternative and explained 

the condition of the rear decking where the concrete is raised and cracked.  He said plumbing is 

needed in connection with a deck project and said Swim Club surplus could be used for some 

funding. 

 

 Mr. Volpe discussed using revenue from the Swim Club for the project. 

 

 Mrs. Groh asked if the project includes expanding the decking by three feet. 

 

 Mr. Iacobino explained that the bulk of the cost for the project is ripping out the decking, 

coping, etc. and it could incorporate the expansion. 

 

 Mrs. Groh said her concern is the pool is only opened three months out of the year as 

opposed to the parks being opened all year long and to all, noting Memorial Field has been in 

need of attention for years. 
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Applications for Open Space and Community Development Grants – cont’d. 

 

 Mr. Volpe commented that the engineer has estimated $125,000.00 for the project at the 

field. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo said a problem is that there is no supervision for the bathrooms. 

 

 Mr. Volpe responded cameras could be used outside the bathrooms and there is the 

permit system for use of the fields. 

 

 Mr. Poosikian said this is the first time he has heard of demolishing the building and 

increasing the size of the baseball building, noting the Swim Club project is needed as it is a 

dangerous condition.  He noted there was months of debate regarding the building of the 

Ambulance Corps Building addition and there is no transparency here as he just heard of the 

project tonight. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo referred to the time frame for the submission of these applications, 

noted the open space funding is being cut and suggested trying Community Development for the 

project funding as the renovation of the bathrooms is covered by CD. 

 

 A motion was offered by Mr. Volpe and seconded by Mrs. Groh to submit an application 

to the 2014 Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund for improvements to the Baseball Building at 

Memorial Field including handicapped accessible restrooms and to authorize the Borough 

Engineer to submit costs for the project. 

 

 A discussion was held regarding soft costs for such a project. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo suggested that the Borough Engineer prepare the specifications for the 

project. 

 

 Mr. Volpe commented that would generate costs. 

 

 A motion was then offered by Mr. Volpe, seconded by Mr. Bain and unanimously carried 

to authorize the Borough Engineer to assist with specifications for the Memorial Field project. 

 

Authorization to Sign Agreements for Ambulance Corps Building Addition 

 

 A motion was offered by Mr. Poosikian, seconded by Mrs. Groh and unanimously carried 

to authorize the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to sign an Agreement between the Haworth 

Volunteer Ambulance Corps and the Borough of Haworth in connection with the Ambulance 

Corps contribution to the project in the amount of $23,700.00 as outlined in the Agreement 

prepared by the Borough Attorney. 

 

 Mr. Poosikian noted that the Ambulance Corps has delivered the funds to the Borough. 
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Authorization to Sign Agreements for Ambulance Corps Building Addition – cont’d 

 

 A motion was offered by Mr. Iacobino, seconded by Mr. Bain and unanimously carried to 

authorize the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to sign an Agreement between the Borough of 

Haworth and Hamilton York Development Group, 503 Oak Street, Ridgefield, New Jersey for 

the furnishing of labor, equipment and materials for the Haworth Ambulance Corps Addition in 

the amount of $79,785.00. 

 

Halloween Street Closing 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo said Maple Street will be closed for trick and treating for this event. 

 

 Mrs. Groh said streets should not be closed and that Maple Street has been closed for five 

years.  She suggested the closing down of some streets in the Manor and other areas. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo responded that Mr. Rosenberg said that moving over this event to 

Maple Street is not a problem.  He said that all the October events will be published. 

 

Open Meeting to Public 

 

 Mr. S. Chval, Woodland Place commented on the funds being provided by the 

Ambulance Corps for their building addition that the Ambulance Corps does a great job, that 

some of the action by councilmembers during comments about this project has eroded some of 

the Ambulance Corps members and asked that the Council does not keep chipping away 

regarding their needs. 

 

 Mrs. Groh responded that provisions for projects are driven by financing for them, bids 

came in higher than was expected and everyone worked with the constraints for funding for the 

project. 

 

 Mr. J. Zagelmeyer, Herkimer Avenue said that in connection with this evening’s 

discussion he was glad that the funding for the Ambulance Corps project was approved and now 

wished to move onto the Swim Club and capital improvements at that site.  He noted the 

requirement for a long term capital plan, the need to raise revenues for the facility by possibly 

assessing members for projects and asked what the profit was from the Club. 

 

 Mr. Iacobino responded there is $35,000.00 in profit and monies have to be put in for 

various improvements. 

 

 Mr. Zagelmeyer then asked what are the total capital expenditures and there should be a 

five year capital plan. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo responded there will be clarifications regarding Mr. Zagelmeyer’s 

comments for next week’s meeting. 
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Open Meeting to Public – cont’d. 

 

 Mr. Chval noted that Mayor DeRienzo was honored by the Hackensack Riverkeeper last 

evening for the Excellence in Public Service Award and congratulated him. 

 

 As there were no further comments the meeting was closed to public discussion 

 

2014 Best Practices 

 

 Mrs. Groh reported she met with Ms. Wheeler and Ms. Fay in connection with this 

worksheet and reviewed several of the questions as follows: 

 

 No. 3 – Vehicle Use Policy and IRS regulations – who is taking vehicles home?  For 

discussion Oct. 14. 

 

 No. 4 – Checklist for engaging and managing legal counsel.  For discussion at Oct. 14 

meeting. 

 

 No. 7 – Collective bargaining agreements limited to 2%.  No.  Mrs. Groh noted some are 

over that amount. 

 

 No. 15 – Audit repeat findings.  No. 

 

 No. 16 – Preparation of various financial documents by CFO.  No. 

 

 No. 23 – Limiting political contributions.  Mrs. Groh suggested introducing an ordinance 

for less than the State’s limit of $300.00, possibly $275.00.  Council directed Mrs. Fay to draft an 

ordinance using the model ordinance link on the Best Practices checklist. 

 

 No. 28 – Policy regarding use of surplus.  Mrs. Groh suggested acting on this at next 

week’s meeting. 

 

 No. 45 – Transitional Duty was discussed. 

 

 Mrs. Groh said the Checklist will be reviewed further. 

 

Close Meeting to Public 

 

 The following resolution was duly offered, seconded and carried at 9:30 PM: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth, as follows: 
 

  1.  That the Governing Body, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, shall exclude the public 

from the next portion of this meeting in order to discuss matters pertaining to legal item and 

negotiations. 
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Close Meeting to Public – cont’d. 

 

  2.  That the items under discussion in the closed meeting will be disclosed to the 

public at the conclusion of the matter. 

 

Re-open Meeting to Public 

 

 The meeting was reopened to the public at 9:40 PM. 

 

Best Practices 

 

 In connection with this document, Mrs. Groh said a protocol should be established in 

connection with who should be calling the Borough Attorney and Engineer. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo commented that he did not have a problem with this as no one would 

abuse it. 

 

 Mrs. Groh said she had concerns with calls to the engineer, closing out the road program 

which went over budget and discussed soft costs in ordinances regarding the engineer. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo commented that work had not been completed and the project will be 

reviewed. 

 

Construction Official 

 

 Mr. Volpe discussed fees for the temporary construction official. 

 

 Mayor DeRienzo said $25. per hour was discussed and it will be determined to see if 

there is an adjustment needed. 

 

 As there was no further business to come before the Council the meeting adjourned at 

9:45 PM on motion duly offered, seconded and carried. 

 

 

 

             

      ___________________________ 

      Ann E. Fay, RMC, CMC 

      Clerk-Administrator 


