[bookmark: _GoBack]149.	Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth held on July 26, 2016 at the Municipal Center

Present:		Hon. John W. Smart, Mayor

Councilmembers:	Glenn Poosikian
			Andrew Rosenberg
			Anthony Volpe
			Michael Bain
			Lawrence Weiss
			Regina Duffy

Borough Attorney:	Robert T. Regan

	Mayor Smart called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM and upon roll call members of the Council were present.  The Mayor then read the following statement:  “This is the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth.  I am informed by the Clerk that adequate public notice has been provided by mailing notice to The Record, by posting a notice on the bulletin board in the Municipal Center, by filing a copy of the notice in the office of the Municipal Clerk and by mailing notice to all persons who requested same and prepaid the cost fixed by the Council.”

Salute to Flag

	Mayor Smart led those present in the pledge of allegiance.

Correspondence

Letter From				Subject					Referred to

Lerch, Vinci Higgins			Receipt of 2015 Audit			All Council
										Finance

Ms. A. Argandona			Proposal for Planting-Stevens Pl.	All Council

	Mayor Smart noted the receipt of the 2015 Audit Report and the Council concurred with Ms. Argandona’s plan for a garden area on the west side of Stevens Place which she would plant free of charge and maintain.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Report of Councilman Weiss

Environmental Commission

	Mr. Weiss reported at their last meeting, the Commission worked on the Sustainable New Jersey effort, are encouraging motorists to turn off vehicles when idling, looking at a location in town for a community garden and are looking for a list of which plants grow best in Haworth.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS – cont’d.

Report of Councilman Weiss – cont’d.

Swim Club

	Mr. Weiss reported a new roof has been installed on the rear pump house, new steps have been installed at one of the buildings, landscaping options are being looked at for the area at the Snack Bar and options are being looked at with the Borough Engineer for ADA bathrooms.

Report of Councilman Bain

Library

	Mr. Bain reported that Denise Lester has been appointed as the part time Children’s Librarian, David Marks, Director has resigned to take a position as dean of the library at the Bergen Community College and a search committee has been appointed for his replacement.

	Mayor Smart wished Mr. Marks the very best, noting he has made a great contribution to the library.

Recreation		

	Mr. Bain noted plans for Celebrate Haworth Day are well underway, the Assistant Director for the Summer Camp has resigned and the Council will be appointing her successor later in the meeting.
		
Report of Councilman Rosenberg

Police Department

	Mr. Rosenberg reported the Department assisted at the United Water Reservoir Challenge, the Scout Fishing Derby, Sgt. Saudino attended training involving active shooters and the Chief attended a conference on counter-terrorism.  He noted traffic stops resulted in an arrest for an active warrant, a CDS arrest and 85 summonses were issued last month.

Zoning Board of Adjustment

	Mr. Rosenberg noted the July meeting was cancelled and the St. Gabriel application will continue at the August meeting.

Planning Board

	Mr. Rosenberg reported the Board members met this month for an update from the Mayor.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS – cont’d.

				Report of Councilman Poosikian

Ambulance Corps

	Mr. Poosikian reported the Ambulance Corps responded to 24 calls, 20 daytime, 168 miles, man hours 171 and duty hours 1092; they supported the Demarest Tribeca, the Reservoir Challenge, the Flag Retirement ceremony at Memorial Field, a NVRHS parade, the New Milford 5-K and provided first aid training to the summer recreation counselors.

Shade Tree Commission

	The Commission did not meet.

Boy Scouts

	Mr. Poosikian noted the Scouts will be holding a clothing collection drive along with toys, bikes and shoes at the Terrace Street parking lot the first week-end in August.

Report of Councilman Volpe

Department of Public Works

	Mr. Volpe reported the sign project at the railroad crossing is underway, new street signs are being installed, the Stevens Place project is nearly complete with the striping and tree scape to be accomplished soon and the 2016 Road Improvement Program has been completed.

	Mr. Volpe further reported there is a scrap metal clean-up at the yard, the old black street signs will be offered for sale, the Department is working with the school clearing areas by the curb, a catch basin repair has been completed at Adams Avenue, planting at the Whitman Street island has been completed and the replacement of the soffits and fascia board also has been completed at the Municipal Center.

	Mr. Volpe noted that eleven applications have been received for the openings in the DPW with interviews being scheduled, the medical forms for medication for first responders have been distributed and several items in the recent JIF Report will be addressed.  He said the rock in memory of Dawn Wheeler’s father is at the yard and the Department needs to know where to place it.

	Mr. Volpe reported the new chipper and mower have been delivered, morale is up and line striping is being undertaken.

	Mr. Volpe further reported the County will repair the culvert at Madison Avenue and also the curve at Haworth Drive and Haworth Avenue.
152.	Regular Meeting of July 26, 2016

COMMITTEE REPORTS – cont’d.

Report of Councilman Volpe – cont’d.

Parks and Playgrounds

	Mr. Volpe noted the Committee has received a copy of the JIF Report and will be reviewing any items pertaining to them.

Report of Councilwoman Duffy

Board of Health

	Mrs. Duffy reported the Fitness Challenge went well and the Board will be giving out $400.00 worth of prizes to the winners.

Seniors

	Mrs. Duffy noted that the Haworth Seniors have been invited to dine at the Haworth Country Club even if they are not members.

Fire Department

	Mrs. Duffy reported the Department responded to 15 emergency calls in May and 16 in June; total calls year to date, 94; total man hours for 2016, 1377.

	Mrs. Duffy noted the Department hosted the New Jersey/New York Convention in June at which time the Mayor and Fire Commissioner were in attendance and new members performed pump training and driver training.

Mayor’s Report

JIF Loss Control Report

	Mayor Smart explained this report contains findings from the Borough’s insurance carrier as a result of their recent inspections of Borough facilities and the DPW can address some issues at the playgrounds.

Emergency Responders Medications

	Mayor Smart noted that e-mails have been sent to Borough personnel requesting them to complete forms to receive medications if an emergency should occur.
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Mayor’s Report – cont’d.

Interim Chief Financial Officer

	Mayor Smart explained that the Borough hired this person through Jersey Professional Management who are honoring their 2015 placement fees at $1500.00 and the hourly rate for the CFO at $110.00 per hour.

Downtown Renovation

	Mayor Smart noted that in connection with this project a downtown sign is in progress, the Stevens Place project is mostly complete and there is planned a rehabilitation of the Terrace Street Park including improvements to the walkway and an upgrade of the plantings and there is a lighting plan in connection with new conduits and wiring in place.

Haworth Pond

	Mayor Smart explained the banks at the pond have deteriorated, the landscaping is being looked at to increase the visual appeal, noting if the pond is dredged and the material is left there would be no cost for its removal.

Railroad Quiet Zone

	Mayor Smart reported he has been meeting with railroad officials in connection with a Quiet Zone at the Haworth Avenue crossing which could include the extension of the median strip for the east side of the tracks, two crossings (one for cars and one for pedestrians), the powering of the gates in case of a power outage which he said he felt all were worth pursuing.

	In connection with Mayor Smart’s report regarding dredging the pond Mr. Poosikian asked if the DPW would be doing this.  Mayor Smart said the County would be.

	Mr. Poosikian then asked if there would be any environmental testing.

	Mayor Smart responded that there is an option for testing the dredge material.

	Mr. Poosikian referred to a channeling device in the ground at the west side of the railroad crossing.		

	Mayor Smart replied, yes it would go to Park Street.

Ordinance No.16-05 – Vacation of Portion of Elm Avenue

	A motion was offered by Mr. Weiss, seconded by Mr. Rosenberg and unanimously carried that Ordinance No. 16-05 be offered for first reading.
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Ordinance No.16-05 – Vacation of Portion of Elm Avenue – cont’d.

	Ordinance No. 16-05 was then read by title only as follows:

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE AND EXTINGUISH THE PUBLIC RIGHT IN AND TO A PORTION OF THOSE LANDS COMPRISING A PORTION OF ELM AVENUE WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF HAWORTH AS THE SAME ARE MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN

	A motion was offered by Mr. Bain and seconded by Mr. Poosikian that Ordinance No, 16-5 be passed on first reading.

On roll call the vote was as follows:  Ayes; Messrs. Poosikian, Rosenberg, Volpe, Bain, Weiss, Duffy.  Nays – none.  Declared carried.

	A motion was offered by Mr. Weiss, seconded by Mrs. Duffy and unanimously carried that Ordinance No. 16-05 be advertised as required by law and a date set for public hearing thereon on August 9, 2016 at 7:30 PM at the Municipal Center.

Ordinance No. 16-06 – Regulations Boat Storage

	A motion was offered by Mr. Volpe, seconded by Mr. Poosikian and unanimously carried that Ordinance No. 16-06 be offered for first reading.

	Ordinance No. 16-06 was then read by title only as follows:
	
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER XV
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HAWORTH
ENTITLED “TRAILERS”.
                                  
	A motion was offered by Mr. Bain and seconded by Mr. Poosikian that Ord. 16-06 be passed on first reading.

On roll call the vote was as follows:  Ayes; Messrs. Poosikian, Rosenberg, Volpe, Bain, Weiss, Duffy.  Nays – none.  Declared carried.

	A motion was offered by Mr. Rosenberg, seconded by Mr. Volpe and unanimously carried that Ordinance No. 16-06 be advertised as required by law and a date set for public hearing thereon on August 9, 2016 at 7:30 PM at the Municipal Center.

Authorization to Advertise for Bids for Trash Collection and Disposal

	The following resolution was offered by Mr. Rosenberg, seconded by Mr. Volpe and unanimously carried:
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Authorization to Advertise for Bids for Trash Collection and Disposal – cont’d.

	BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk is hereby authorized to advertise for the receipt of bids for solid waste collection and disposal services.

Refund of Driveway Permit Deposits

	The following resolution was offered by Mr. Volpe, seconded by Mr. Bain and unanimously carried:

		WHEREAS, the Superintendent of the Department of Public Works has inspected and found that work has been satisfactorily completed on the following Driveway Permits,

		NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council that the following refund be made:

NAME AND ADDRESS			PERMIT #		AMOUNT

Heinz Lehmann					1352			$100.00
374 Schraalenburgh Road
Haworth, New Jersey  07641

A. Macchione Brothers				1353			$100.00
71 S. Newman Street
Hackensack, New Jersey 07601

Extension of Grace Period for 3rd Quarter Tax Payments

	The following resolution was offered by Mr. Weiss, seconded by Mr. Volpe and unanimously carried:
	
	WHEREAS, the certified tax rate for 2016 was received by the Tax Collector on July 8, 2016, and the data sent by Microsystems to Edmunds on July 15, 2016, making it necessary to send out tax bills for 3rd & 4th quarters of 2016 and 1st & 2nd quarters of 2017 on July 20, 2016;

	WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-66 et seq., the Tax Collector must allow at least 25 days from the date of mailing tax bills to the date of the first payment due, without interest being charged;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby approve the extension of the grace period for tax payments for 3rd Quarter 2016 to August 15, 2016, and that notice of same has been included with every original tax bill mailed or delivered via electronic transmission. 
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Updating Bus Stop Descriptions

	The following resolutions were offered by Mr. Rosenberg, seconded by Mr. Weiss and unanimously carried:

	BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey.

That pursuant to N.J.S.A. 39-4-8(e) the following described locations are designated as bus stops:

HAWORTH COUNTY ROADS

1. Along Schraalenburg Road (CR 39), northbound on the easterly 
           side thereof at:

a.  	Hardenburg Avenue – (near side)
Beginning at the southerly curbline of Hardenburg Avenue and extending 105 feet southerly therefrom (location 12313).
	
b.  	Madison Avenue – (near side)
Beginning at the southerly curbline of Madison Avenue and extending 105 feet southerly therefrom (location 12314).
	
c.  	Prospect Avenue – (near side)
Beginning at the southerly curbline of Prospect Avenue and extending 105 feet southerly therefrom (location 12315).

2. Along Schraalenburg Road (CR 39), southbound on the westerly side thereof at:
	
a.  	Prospect Avenue – (far side) (prolongation)
Beginning at the prolongation of the southerly curbline of Prospect Avenue and extending 105 feet southerly therefrom (location 12316).
	
b.  	Haworth Avenue – (far side)
Beginning at the southerly curbline of Haworth Avenue and extending 100 feet southerly therefrom (location 12317).
	
c.  	Hardenburg Avenue – (far side) (prolongation)
Beginning at the prolongation of the southerly curbline of Hardenburg Avenue and extending 100 feet southerly therefrom (location 12318).




157.	Regular Meeting of July 26, 2016

Updating Bus Stop Descriptions – cont’d.

That the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth will enforce the needed traffic regulations governing the aforementioned bus stop location and provide the necessary police security to ensure the safety of the traveling public.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey.

That pursuant to N.J.S.A. 39-4-8(e) the following described location is designated as a bus stop:

HAWORTH MUNICIPAL ROAD

1.        Along Massachusetts Avenue, westbound on the northerly side thereof at:

a.	Schraalenburgh Road  – (far side)
Beginning at the westerly curbline of Schraalenburgh Road and extending 100 feet westerly therefrom (location 12312).

That the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth will enforce the needed traffic regulations governing the aforementioned bus stop location and provide the necessary police security to ensure the safety of the traveling public.

Honoring Bergen County Volunteer Center

	The following resolution was offered by Mr. Bain, seconded by Mrs. Duffy and unanimously carried:
	
WHEREAS, the Bergen Volunteer Center was founded in 1966 to meet community needs through the power of volunteers. Its direct service programs organize volunteers to provide invaluable support to some of Bergen County’s most vulnerable citizens. The Mentoring Youth program has recruited, trained and supervised volunteer mentors for children who have been abused or neglected; since 1978 Mentoring Youth has provided a trusted mentor to more than 3,700 children. The Mentoring Moms program recruits, trains and supervises mentors for mothers whose children are at-risk for abuse or neglect; since 1995 more than 500 mothers have been matched with a mentor. The Chore Service provides home safety repairs for senior citizens and the disabled free of charge through the volunteer efforts of senior citizens. The Business Volunteer Council organizes corporations to help eliminate hunger and illiteracy; and

WHEREAS, the Bergen Volunteer Center ensures that Bergen County has a pipeline of committed, civic leaders through its training programs: Bergen LEADS for adults and Teen LEADS and Ready-Set-Serve for young people. They also strengthen the nonprofit community by maintaining a database of volunteer opportunities, providing volunteer managers’ training and the Expert Exchange workshops and webinars; and
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Honoring Bergen County Volunteer Center – cont’d.

WHEREAS, The Borough of Haworth has benefitted from the efforts of the Bergen Volunteer Center since 2010 in the following ways:
	21 residents received safety repairs from the Chore Service
	1 mother received a mentor
	2 residents participated in Bergen LEADS; and

WHEREAS, residents of The Borough of Haworth have supported the Bergen Volunteer Center since 2010 in the following ways:
	2 served as Mentoring Moms mentors
	46 supported the Bergen Volunteer Center with their philanthropy; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of The Borough of Haworth, County of Bergen, hereby honors the Bergen Volunteer Center for its 50 years of turning caring into action and knowing that the Bergen Volunteer Center is not getting old, it is just getting started.

Appointment of Assistant Camp Director

	The following resolution was offered by Mr. Bain, seconded by Mrs. Duffy and unanimously carried:	

BE IT RESOLVED the Mayor and Council hereby approve the appointment of Dawn Hoyng as Assistant Camp Director for the Summer Recreation Program for the period of July 25 through August 5, 2016 at the rate of $450.00 per week.

Certification of Annual Audit and Signing of Group Affidavit Form

	The following resolution was offered by Mr. Weiss and seconded by Mr. Rosenberg:

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions, and
WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2015 has been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and a copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and,
WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and,
WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the governing body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations, and,
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Certification of Annual Audit and Signing of Group Affidavit Form – cont’d.

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed as a minimum the Annual Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; and,

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and,
WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board, and
WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB-52, to wit:
R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Haworth, hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance.
On discussion, Mr. Rosenberg commented the recommendations in the Audit are the same as last year and now hoped there will be improvement.
On voice vote all members voted in the affirmative.  Declared carried.
The members of the Governing Body then signed the Group Affidavit Form.

Confirmation of Personnel Policy for Employment Verification & Reference Procedure

           Mayor Smart referred to a portion of the Borough’s Personnel and Procedures Manual dealing with these procedures and in light of recent Borough resignations this portion needs to be re-iterated as the Borough’s stated policy.  Also, he noted this updating is part of the Best Practices document.

        Mr. Poosikian commented that prospective DPW employees undergo psychological testing.
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Confirmation of Personnel Policy for Employment Verification & Reference Procedure – cont’d.

         The following resolution was offered by Mr. Poosikian and seconded by Mr. Rosenberg:  
	BE IT RESOLVED the Mayor and Council hereby confirm the Requests for Employment Verification and Reference Procedure as outlined in the Borough’s Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual.

On discussion Mr. Volpe suggested sending a memo to department heads notifying them of the procedure.

On voice vote all members voted in the affirmative.  Declared carried.

Proposed New Fence Regulations

	Mayor Smart noted a draft of these regulations has been circulated to all members.

	Mr. Poosikian questioned if this would affect fences around gardens to prevent animals from encroaching or deer fencing.

	Mayor Smart said these would be mostly temporary.

	It was concurred to obtain written comments from the Building Department on these regulations.

Payment of Bills

	The following resolution was offered by Mr. Weiss, seconded by Mr. Bain and unanimously carried:

	FOR COPY OF RESOLUTION AND BILL LIST
	SEE PERMANENT MINUTES
PAGES 162A – 162M       

Approval of Minutes

	A motion was offered by Mr. Volpe, seconded by Mr. Poosikian and unanimously carried to accept the minutes of the Executive Meeting of June 14 and the Regular Meeting of June 28, 2016.

Sale of Borough Property – Beacon and Pleasant Streets – Block 1701, Lot 5

	Mr. Rosenberg referred to previous discussions on this matter and that Mr. Regan has sent letters to the contiguous property owners to ascertain if there is still interest in purchasing the property.
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Open Meeting to Public

	The meeting was opened to the period of public discussion.

	Ms. B. Colonna, West View Terrace referred to her recently received tax bill which indicates an 8% increase in the Haworth School taxes and suggested a member of the School Board attend a Council meeting to explain this increase.  She asked who is the liaison from the Council to the Board.

	Mayor Smart responded he serves as the liaison to the Board, noted there is a Board meeting at 8:30 AM tomorrow morning which Ms. Colonna could attend and he was hesitant to ask a Board member to come here to a meeting.  He explained the gap between the fiscal year for the school and the calendar year for the Borough which resulted in not including the debt service for the school in a portion of last year’s taxes and said this is being caught up with this year.  Mayor Smart further noted he will not intervene with the school on this matter.

	Ms. Colonna responded that she just wants help to get the information she is seeking from the school.

	Ms. Colonna then referred to the boat ordinance introduced earlier this evening and asked why is the council bothering with this.  She questioned using the power of government because someone doesn’t like something.  She said people should be able to use their property and did not see boat storage as an issue.

	Mr. T. Colwell, Bergen County Volunteer Center thanked the Mayor and Council for the resolution adopted earlier this evening and noted the presence this evening of Mr. David Dubin, Haworth resident and participant in the Bergen LEADS program.

	Mr. J. McCauley, Schraalenburgh Road, referred to the all-day parking on Haworth Avenue and suggested limiting the time to park there.  He also said he has never seen the street sweeper on Schraalenburgh Road.

	Mayor Smart responded that is a county road and referred to expensive fees to dispose of those sweepings.

	As there were no further comments the meeting was closed to public discussion.

Close Meeting to Public

	The following resolution was offered by Mr. Bain, seconded by Mrs. Duffy and unanimously carried at 8:55 PM:
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Close Meeting to Public – cont’d.

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12B permits a public body to exclude the public from the portion of a meeting at which certain items are discussed; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body deems it necessary to conduct a closed session and to exclude the public on July 26, 2016 at which time the following items will be discussed:

Personnel Matters
Declaratory Judgment
Tax Appeal

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council does hereby exclude the public from the portion of the meeting at which time the above items will be discussed; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the discussion conducted in closed session will be disclosed to the public upon completion or conclusion of the foregoing items and when determined by the Governing Body that the Borough’s interests will not be adversely affected.

Reopen Meeting to the Public

	The meeting was reopened to the public at 9:50 PM.

Approval of Increase of Hours – Finance Department

	A motion was offered by Mr. Rosenberg, seconded by Mrs. Duffy and unanimously carried to approve the increase of hours to 18 per week at a rate of $19.62 per hour for Nancy Casablanca effective July 26, 2016.

	As there was no further business to come before the Council the meeting adjourned at 9:55 PM on motion duly offered, seconded and carried.


								___________________________
								Ann E. Fay, RMC, CMC
								Clerk-Administrator
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